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PREFACE. 


The following narrative is little more 
than the substance of two lectures on a 
vacation tour made last autumn in Turkey 
and Greece given in the winter, one to a 
country audience, and the other to the 
College for Working Men and Women in 
Queen’s Square. Though now addressing a 
larger circle, I in no way pretend to inform 
those at all learned in the Eastern Ques¬ 
tion; hut as there are many whose occu¬ 
pations scarcely leave them time for solid 
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works on the subject, or even for the letters 
of Newspaper Correspondents, it has been 
suggested to me that a short account of a 
visit to these Countries, however roughly put 
together, may possibly be of interest if pub¬ 
lished without delay. I have thus been 
induced to print what in ordinary times I 
should hardly have thought worthy the atten¬ 
tion of general readers. 


Temple, May^ 1877. 


NOTE.—In the Map of Greece the Modem GreeJc 
names are given; for instance^ Kerhjra for Corfu, 
Kephallenia for Cephalonia, Zakynthos for Zante. 
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■^Cf. TURKS AND GREEKS. 

OHAFBER I. 

Peeth.—The Danube to Semlin.—^Belgrade.—Russian Volun¬ 
teers. — Boumania. — Bucharest. — Rustchuk. — Bulgarian 
Railway.—V ama. 

One bright morning in the last week of 
August I embarked on board a steanjer at 
Dover, and in from five to six hours reached 
Ostend, whence I proceeded by the usual route 
to Vienna. I then went through Styria by the 
pleasant little town of Gratz, to which many 
people, especially the families of retired Aus¬ 
trian officers, are attracted by the cheapness 
of living and the pretty scenery. My next 
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point was a small frontier town of Croatia, 
called Warasdin, in which one found a strange 
similarity in the dress of the men and that 
of the women. They both wear a loose kind 
of coat; the women a petticoat reaching to the 
knees; the men loose trousers of the same 
length, looking at a little distance much like 
a petticoat; and both wear thick black boots 
going up to the knees. A resemblance in the 
dress of the men and women was observable in 
other parts of the country as one went down 
the Danube; and in Asia the likeness is so 
striking that a medical man, who had lived 
there some years, assured me he sometimes 
had a difficulty, when a patient without a 
beard came for his advice, in knowing, till 
he had asked the question, whether he was 
' about to prescribe for a man or a woman. 

My road now lay along the edge of the 
lai^est lake in South Europe, sometimes C6dled 
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the Flatten See, sometimes Lake Balaton. For 
two hours the train was almost touching the 
water, whilst we gazed on the mountains on 
the other side, rich with vines producing some 
of the most celebrated Hungarian wine. Late 
the same day I arrived at Pesth, the capital 
of Hungary. An Hungarian advocate, with 
whom I was passing through the country, 
talked to me about the seven or eight different 
dialects spoken in Austria. In Styria a kind of 
bad German is used; in Croatia, a Slav dia¬ 
lect ; in Hungary you find a perfectly different 
language, Magyar; and as in other provinces 
there are other languages, it is not strange that 
the Austrian Government should be slow in 
coming to a decision in any great European 
crisis; for various views are not unnaturally 
taken by these various populations. Any 
traveller associating at all with the natives 
soon becomes aware of these diversities of 

B 2 
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opinion. The Germans have no great love 
for the Turk, and attach the responsibility of 
maintaining him in Europe to the English. 
The Slav provinces are so much opposed to 
the Turk that in the event of Austria ever 
having to fight Eussia, whilst the latter power 
is upholding the Slavs of Turkey, it is pro¬ 
bable that many Slav officers now in the 
Austrian service, especially those in the Navy, 
would decline to take part in the contest. The 
Hungarians, on the other hand, being somewhat 
jealous of the Slavs and apprehensive that 
they may give trouble, may even attempt to 
break up the Austrian empire, manifest no 
sympathy at all with the insurrectionists in 
Turkey, but rather look with favour upon the 
continuance of Turkish rule. 

Pesth itself is almost a new town, brought 
into existence by the increasing commerce of 
the Danube. It has a splendid new Custom 
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House, and many new streets and buildings. 
The old and interesting part of it is on the 
other side of the river, the town of Buda, 
where there are an old castle and other rem¬ 
nants of antiquity. The Danube is very 
splendid just above Pesth, as you look at it 
from the middle of a magnificent bridge with 
an island in front of you, and an expanse of 
water more like a lake than a river. I ob¬ 
served with pleasure a gang of men working 
hard at the construction of a quay of a veiy 
extensive kind, which when finished will per¬ 
haps be something like our own Embankment 
on the Thames. 

Having joined Sir George and Lady Camp¬ 
bell, who had come from Vienna to Pesth by 
the Danube, I went on with them by the 
Danube to Semlin, a small town at the southern 
extremity of Hungary, nearly opposite Bel¬ 
grade, the capital of Servia, which is situated 
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at the junction of the Danube and the Save. 
This journey took us a long day and night and 
the best part of a second day. We established 
ourselves at a small hotel, where we had 
opportunities of conversing with the corre^ 
spondents of the Standard and the TimeSy 
and thus learning much that was interesting 
about the seat of war. In Belgrade itself we 
met the English Consul, Mr. White, and Dr. 
Sandwith, who is engaged in relieving refugees 
from Bulgaria, and the correspondent of the 
Daily News; thus we had no difficulty in 
obtaining the most recent information. The 
correspondent of the Standard, a very intelli¬ 
gent and agreeable gentleman, had been writ¬ 
ing letters from the front not at all calculated 
to gratify the vanity of the Servian authorities, 
either civil or military; so they packed him 
‘bag and baggage’ out of the country, to pick 
up such news as he could get on the banks 
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of the Danuba Mr. White was afterwards sent 
to Constantinople to assist Lord Salisbury, and 
people who knew him did not wonder at the 
appointment Few men are more completely 
conversant with the intricacies of the Eastern 
question. Half English, half German, he has 
had peculiar facilities for mastering foreign 
politics, and in addition to the qualifications 
of a University career at Cambridge, and a 
considerable knowledge of English life and 
society, he has that of long official experience 
in Germany. 

We had to get to Belgrade in a small boat, 
with a very powerful sun over our heads. 
The city, as you approach it, like most cities 
which mount up a hill from the water side, 
looks well, promising much more than you 
find within it. There are one or two towers 
and steeples and good buildings, presenting 
a somewhat attractive appearance; but on 
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lauding, one is soon disappointed by the little 
progress as yet made by a place so famous in 
history. There are no fine streets or good 
shops, and few decent buildings, and the pave¬ 
ment is extraordinarily rough. What princi¬ 
pally interested us was the evidence that a 
war was going on at no great distance. We 
noticed the arrival of some hundreds of horses, 
which we had already seen standing on the 
quay at Pesth ready for embarkation, in the 
charge of Servian officers. We did not see 
many Servian troops, for they were nearly all 
away at the front, but Eussian soldiers and 
officers were walking or riding about the town 
and its neighbourhood. In the courtyard of a 
building used as a prison we saw about twenty 
Turkish prisoners, and were looking forward 
to some interesting conversation, having been 
told that some of them were very ready to 
give their history, when an official informed 
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US that we must not stay, as an order had 
come that no visitors were to he admitted that 
day. We then visited the Eussian hospital, 
where the wounded Servians and Eussians 
were attended by women who had come out as 
nurses from Eussia. And we went over the 
English hospital, where the principal work was 
being done by English nurses and English and 
German medical men. I may here mention 
that Englishwomen who, impelled by charit¬ 
able motives, go to the front, or other out-of-the- 
way places, should be careful to be in com¬ 
munication with people who can help and 
protect them at need. A house was pointed 
out to me, inhabited by two ladies who had 
recently escaped from the interior. They had 
gone to be useful at some hospital, but, in¬ 
stead of finding their services appreciated, were 
insulted and attacked by a Servian surgeon 
and the Head-man of the village. Having suc- 
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ceeded in barricading themselves till the news 
of their danger reached the Consulate, they 
were at last rescued by one of its members, 
who told me that before he could reach the 
residence of the captives the guilty officials 
had fled from the country. He much blamed 
the persecuted ladies for not having sent in 
to the Servian Government a formal complaint 
of their treatment—a proceeding, he said, which 
would have probably resulted in the imme¬ 
diate trial and shooting of the accused men. 

In taking boat at Semlin we had left a party 
of three Americans and an Englishman in 
considerable difficulty. Being at Pesth, and 
thinking that they would like to see Belgrade, 
they took the same steamer as we did, but 
omitted to provide themselves with passports. 
On hearing thisi the Servian officials sternly 
refused to let them pass over from the Hun¬ 
garian to the Servian side of the river. We 
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obtained a passport for the Englishman from 
the English Consul However, we were glad 
to find that after a time they had succeeded 
by means of a donation in persuading one of 
the hotel oflScials to be security that they had 
not arrived in the interests of the Turks. 

There were no other Englishmen, and but 
few people of any kind not belonging to the 
South, travelling by the steamer. The ma¬ 
jority of the passengers, as might be supposed, 
were people of the neighbouring provinces, 
many of them in costumes which to us seemed 
very curious. Sometimes it was a fur cap, 
loose jacket, loose trousers; a kind of gaiter 
and an overcoat consisting of a sheepskin, 
looking as though it had just come off the 
sheep. Sir George Campbell said that several 
of the men looked as though they had been 
transplanted straight from Central Asia. 

Below Semlin, almost the only people we 
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could converse with were an Austrian gentle¬ 
man and a Eussian naval officer. The latter 
had just left the Servian army, and was on 
his way to Constantinople with despatches for 
General Ignatieff. " I have two brothers,'* he 
said, “ fighting in the Servian army, and shortly 
I intend to apply for leave, in order that I too 
may join the Servians.*’ How many Eussian 
volunteers are there in Servia?” I said. ‘"From 
three to four thousand, I think,” he answered 
—a number, as it has since turned out, much 
nearer the truth than that currently reported 
at Constantinople. 

It took us two nights and the best part of 
two days to get to the town of Turnseverin 
in Wallachia. The greater part of the way 
we had Servia upon the right hand and 
Hungary upon the left. The scenery was 
somewhat monotonous. On both banks the 
country was flat: often the land was poor and 
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the cultivation indifferent. The principal 
objects of interest were the mills for grinding 
com, to which there seemed to be no end; 
all of them in the river, and turned by its 
stream. But at last we got to a part near 
the Iron Gate, where the river is comparatively 
narrow and the stream rapid. The country here 
is mountainous, so that in places where the river 
spreads out again you might fancy yourself 
upon a Scotch lake. We noticed the famous 
cave from which, at a certain time of the year, 
insects are said to issue, to the terrible annoy¬ 
ance of man and beast. Attempts have often 
been made to destroy them, but hitherto in 
vain. They find fresh hiding-places and exits. 
Not far from there we passed an important 
fort upon the right bank, then Alt Orsova, and 
not very long after touched at our destination 
in Wallachia. We, of course, might have gone 
further by steamer, indeed the whole way to 
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the Black Sea, and so on to Constantinople, 
but we preferred varying our journey by 
taking the railway from Turnseverin to 
Bucharest, the capital of Eoumania. 

On arriving at Turnseverin, our luggage was 
examined by the Eoumanian Custom House 
Officers, who, though by no means uncivil, were 
superfluously exact in their examination. Close 
by the place of search was the most curious 
sentinel I ever happened to see. He looked 
something like a Surrey farm-labourer who had 
suddenly bethought himself that he would put 
a belt round his white smock-frock and walk 
up and down with a gun and a sword. But 
though his costume was not very military, he 
seemed as though, at need, he could have done 
good service. 

The town contains some good buildings and 
hotels and a highly civilized population, most of 
them dressed like North Europeans. In a public 
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garden we saw numbers of families quietly en¬ 
joying the music of an excellent band. In an¬ 
other place numbers of young people were merrily 
dancing on the green, whilst a crowd of men, 
women, and children looked on. The dances, 
which were new to us, were highly ingenious 
and interesting. Outside the town there 
seemed to be a great deficiency of roads, and 
we observed that the people who appeared to 
be riding out to any distance went armed with 
guns or pistols. I remember one man, armed 
to the teeth and followed by a groom on horse¬ 
back, courteously saluting us. The people to 
an English eye looked strange, and there may 
have been something weird in the look of this 
roadless out-of-the-way region. Under some 
Such influence, a blanket we observed lying on 
the ground at a little distance appeared an 
object of suspicion. I am sure,” said one of 
us, " there's a dead body under it.” I should 
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like to have gone to see, but this was not 
permitted lest we should be detained as 
accomplices in the murder. 

It was a long day's journey by rail from 
Tumseverin to Bucharest, the capital, through 
the poorest part of the country. On the way we 
were able, through the medium of French and 
German, to get a good deal of information from 
some of the natives travelling with us. We 
found that they did not look with any favour 
upon the enterprise of Servia; and this is natural 
enough, as in the troubles which may ensue their 
own country will be very much exposed. The 
effective army of Eoumania at the time (so an 
officer on the way to join his regiment assured 
me) was not above 30,000 to 40,000 men. 
Since then the Eoumanian army has been 
mobilized, and the papers have talked of 
100,000 men; but of these a considerable 
proportion must be useless in the field. The 
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country generally, we were told, was making 
great progress in most things, but not in manu¬ 
factures, which, even with Government aid, 
were in a stagnant condition. The population 
of Eoumania our friends put at between four 
and five millions. The people seemed to have 
great sympathy with the Italians and the 
French, arising no doubt from the similarity 
of language. 

Bucharest is a considerable, but by no means 
an attractive city. There are some good hotels 
and shops, but there is only one very important 
street, though this, it must be admitted, is of 
immense length. I am told that one writer 
has given a glowing description of the shops 
and the general appearance of the place; but 
to me it seemed rather to give the promise of 
becoming a great city than already to be one. 
The Opera-House is a fine building, but the most 
interesting parts are the suburbs where, in the 
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habitations and costumes, there are occasional 
indications of proximity to the East. One sees 
a great many fast-trotting horses, of which 
there are never less than two in the public cabs 
or droskies, vehicles not very perfect in them¬ 
selves, but always driven at a great speed. 
The common number in waggons is five; two, 
if I remember right, acting as wheelers and 
three abreast as leaders. The number of the 
population is said to be over two hundred 
thousand. A Pole, who had established him- 
seK in the place and been very successful in 
business as the owner of a bathing establish¬ 
ment, told me that there were plenty of oppor 
tunities of laying out money so as to obtain 
a return of 15 per cent. But it would be a 
long way to go to look after one’s affairs, and 
not easy, perhaps, to find trustworthy agents. 
We had the advantage of an interview with 
the Consul, Mr. Mansfield. Neither the prince 


Digitized by LjOOqIc 



BOUMANIA. 


19 


nor the parliament was in session at the capital 
whilst we were there. The Eoumanians enjoy 
complete independence, for though they pay an 
annual tribute of money to the Sultan, he has 
no power of interference in their affairs. Many 
parts of the country, we were informed,'are 
rich in picturesque scenery, but these we had 
not time to visit. About Bucharest itself the 
scenery is tame and uninteresting. 

A journey of two hours by rail took us to 
Giurgevo on the Danube, or rather to a station 
some two miles below Giurgevo. Here we 
entered a small steamer which took us up to 
the town of Eustchuk, opposite Giurgevo on 
the Bulgarian side of the river. A very in¬ 
telligent Eoumanian gentleman, who at this 
time was travelling with us, strongly advised 
our getting through Bulgaria as fast as possible, 
have not,” said he in excellent French, 
been myself in that country lately, but I am 

c 2 


Digitized by LjOOqIc 



20 


TUBKB AND GREEKS. 


in constant correspondence with people who 
know it well, and I can assure you that scan¬ 
dalous outrages are still frequently committed 
there. This is not a time for visiting that 
country. It is shameful that such things 
should go on under the nose of Europe.” 

On landing at Rustchuk, we found ourselves 
surrounded with people in red fez caps, fortu¬ 
nately not intent on massacring us, but, on 
what was perhaps equally provoking, proffering 
us assistance in an unknown tongue. How¬ 
ever, we succeeded in getting our baggage taken 
to the railway station close by, where we found 
a civil man in a, fez apparently employed by 
the company as an interpreter. However that 
may be, he spoke French and helped us in 
getting our tickets, an operation by no means 
easy, as we had, for the first time, to make 
calculations in Turkish coin. There were a 
good many people at the station, most of them 
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Bulgarians; but as there is much similarity in 
the costume, it is difficult at first to distinguish 
between Turks and Christians. If a man has 
a turban you may be pretty certain that he is 
a Turk, especially if there is the least colour 
in it. Not long after, rather further down the 
line, I noticed a policeman (or zaptiek) armed 
with pistols, and wearing a turban. There 
could of course be no doubt about this man, 
as Christians are not allowed to carry arms, and 
are not admitted into the police force. The 
motley crowd was gazing with unusual interest 
at the train just about to start for Varna, trying 
to discern amongst the passengers a party of 
English just come out to administer large sums 
of money among the distressed Bulgarians. 
The leader of the party was Lady Strangford, 
who had been reported by several newspapers 
to be carrying a fabulous treasure fr 9 m the 
charitable people of London to the oppressed 
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districts. It was about two o’clock in the 
afternoon when we started. The stations along 
the line we found to be small, and, with one 
or two exceptions, little frequented. Most of 
the country was cultivated, though not at all 
in first-rate style; and, from time to time, the 
inhabitants might be seen working in the fields. 
By ten o’clock the same night we reached 
Varna without having noticed anything on the 
part of either Turks or Christians to show that 
the country was not well governed. Perhaps 
the most suspicious thing was the occasional 
appearance of a solitary policeman armed to 
the teeth. This was the beginning of October. 
It has since been established by the correspon¬ 
dent of the Daily News, that tlien, and for 
weeks later, in many parts of Bulgaria the 
Christians were sufifering grievously from the 
tyranny of their masters. Eumours that such 
things were going on reached me later at 
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Constantinople, but with one exception, in 
which my informant was an English Vice- 
Consul, not in such a way as to produce 
positive conviction. 

I was fortunate in having next me in the 
train a very intelligent German engineer, 
who had lived in Turkey twenty years. His 
business took him to many different parts; 
and it happened that just after the celebrated 
outrages in May he had travelled through 
Bulgaria, and, for his own satisfaction, had 
taken great pains to ascertain what had actu¬ 
ally occurred. He was convinced that there 
had been no exaggeration in the report of the 
Daily News, Nothing, he assured me, could 
be more corrupt or incurably bad than the 
Turkish official system in all its departments. 
Eeform, he regarded as absolutely impracticable 
without very strong pressure on the part 
of the great Powers. 
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Black Sea.—Bosphorus.—Therapia.—Golden Horn.—Pashas.— 
Turkish Opinions.—^Turkish Dinner.—Greek Opinion.— 
Turkish Character,—Sir Henry Elliot. 

A SMALL boat took iis from the shore of 
Varna to the steamer, a distance of about a 
quarter of a mile; and soon after we were 
rapidly moving through the still waters of the 
Black Sea; not that they are by any means 
always smooth ; indeed the word ‘‘ Black 
(translated from Turkish) is intended, I believe, 
to indicate its character for squalls and bad 
weather. We sailed through the night, and the 
next day till far on in the afternoon, before 
coming in sight of the Bosphorus. Our voyage 
now became full of interest, for, the weather 


Digitized by LjOOqIc 



THE GOLDEN HORN. 


25 


being clear, we could see to the greatest ad¬ 
vantage not only the beautiful scenery but 
numerous habitations. The Bosphorus is like 
a great and winding river with both banks 
thickly studded with houses and villages. It 
was not very long before we were passing 
Therapia where several foreign ministers, 
amongst them the English, pass the autumn. 
As we approached the Golden Horn we 
observed much shipping belonging to many 
nations, numerous steamers going east and 
west, and a multitude of caigueSy or rowing 
boats, and other craft manned by sailors,—Turk, 
Greek, or Armenian—in picturesque costumes. 
The Golden Horn is an arm of the sea running 
out of the Bosphorus on the European side. 
As you enter it you see upon the left the city 
of Pera, principally inhabited by Christians; 
on the right the city of Stamboul, princi¬ 
pally inhabited by Turks; the two together 
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constituting the city of Constantinople. The 
two cities are joined by a bridge, about three 
quarters of a mile long, which, though broad, is 
always crowded. The striking appearance of 
the Golden Horn is caused by the ground rising 
on both sides, so as to afford a splendid view of 
the principal buildings—^white marble palaces, 
mosques, with their domes and minarets—as they 
rise one above the other from the water’s edge. 
It is some time before one gets over the surprise 
and pleasure of finding oneself in the midst 
of an Eastern people, a people walking about 
the streets in fez caps, or in turbans and loose 
trousers; and the interest is kept up by 
occasional glimpses of the Bosphorus or of 
the Sea of Marmora. But when the novelty 
and the wonderment have passed away, and 
the spirit of criticism is again awakened, there 
is a wide field for its exercise. 

Many houses are magnificent, but often in 
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streets narrow, dirty, and paved with incredible 
carelessness. Sometimes adjoining are shops 
or dwelling-houses of a very miserable kind. 
In some parts of the city the constructions are 
of wood, and are wretched enough to remind 
one of the worst Irish cabins. The population, 
as far as I observed, is civil and orderly. 
Christians, who have not given any special 
ground of annoyance, may walk about quite 
alone as safely as in London, 

We of course made a point of seeing the 
principal mosques, beginning with that of St. 
Sophia. Traces of its Christian origin may 
still be seen in the remnants of a cross which 
the -Moslems have omitted to efface. We 
entered, as the custom is, without our shoes, 
and at once ascended to the magnificent gallery, 
from which we looked down upon the vast 
space of the interior, alone sufi&cient to impress 
one with a sense of grandeur. Then descend- 
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ing we mingled with the crowd of worshippers, 
spectators, and auditors assembled in groups 
under the lofty dome. Seven or eight preachers 
appeared to be preaching at the same time to 
congregations of various sizes, making a Babel 
of sounds, increased by many people either 
praying or talking on their own account. One 
of the orators, according to our guide, was 
insisting upon the importance of maintaining 
Moslem rites and customs against Christian 
influences. We had with us not only our own 
dragoman, but a zaptieh^ or policeman, in the 
employmeht of the English Consulate, armed 
with a sword. We were furthermore protected 
by a firman, which we had procured from the 
Sublime Porte. But though the advent of 
Christians in a mosque, ^specially with a lady 
not wearing a yashmak or veil, is apt to excite 
curiosity, I do not believe there was any danger 
really calling for the precautions we had taken. 
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Sir George Campbell, who afterwards entered 
the mosque at Adrianople without a firman, 
thinks that'the practice of issuing firmans (or 
Government orders) at Constantinople, to Chris¬ 
tians desirous of entering the mosques, on the 
plea of popular fanaticism making a special 
permission essential to safety, is kept up as 
a means of extracting money from foreigners. 
A curious feature was the intentness with 
which those engaged in performing a series 
of prostrations, or in praying, continue their 
devotions undisturbed by passing strangers. 

One day we went to see the ancient walls 
of Stamboul, built in the time of Constantine. 
On the way we entered a very ancient and 
very curious Greek church. Amongst other 
remarkable things in it are some wonderful fish. 
Their ancestors were alive many centuries ago 
at the siege of Constantinople, and were in the 
process of being prepared for dinner, when, 
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suddenly moved by the spirit, they jumped 
off the gridiron into a stream close at hand. 
The result is, that all their descendants are 
bom with one side fried and the other side 
not fried. Such a remarkable instance of here¬ 
dity is, surely not unworthy the attention of 
naturalists. However, as it happened, the light 
was not strong enough to enable me to give 
my own evidence upon the subject. But 
there is still time for investigation, for, if 
tradition may be trusted, the breed will not 
die out till Constantinople is recovered by the 
Christians. 

According to another and, perhaps, a bet¬ 
ter authenticated version, given in Curzon’s 
Monasteries of the L&oaht, the fish are the same 
that were originally on the gridiron. An old 
man was cooking them in a wood by the side 
of a spring, when the Emperor, passing by, 
asked whether he had heard anything of the 
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Turkish forces. ^^Yes,” said he, "they have 
this moment entered the city.” "I would 
believe you,” said the Emperor, "if the fish 
you are broiling would jump off the gridiron 
into the spring.” To his amazement the fish 
leaped into the water, the old man disappeared, 
and the Turks were found to have entered 
the city. The story, I suppose, must be true, 
as we saw the fish. At any rate they are 
still the objects of deep religious veneration. 

Amongst other interesting parts of the 
walls we noticed the cavernous prison, in 
which, at one time, it was customary to 
thrust the Ambassador of any Power with 
whom the Sultan went to war. You may 
still see, on the stones inside, inscriptions 
engraved by these unfortunate persons to whUe 
away the time of their captivity, or leave a 
memorial of their fate. 

There are one or two small cab-stands at 
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Pera, for the benefit of people who do not 
mind a most fearful jolting over the rough 
stones. But the best way of getting about 
quickly is to take one of the street hacks. 
Of these also there are stands, or collections, 
at several points, both in Pera and Stamboul, 
all saddled and bridled, with a man or boy 
ready to run behind and urge your steed 
forward. If, however, you do not forget to 
ask for a whip, you may soon get out of the 
driver’s reach, and at your destination hire 
some one to hold the animal till the breath¬ 
less pedestrian comes up. These horses, or 
rather ponies, have the merit of being sur¬ 
prisingly surefooted, readily cantering up 
precipitous steeps of pavement which one 
would be sorry to ascend, even at a walk, 
on an English hunter. 

A more commodious contrivance than the 
back of a pony may be found for scaling the 
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height from the sea at Galata to the principal 

street of Pera. An underground railway, or 

# 

‘tunnel,” is in constant requisition by both 
tourists and residents. The light is not good 
enough for much observation of the natives 
during the rapid journey; but I remember 
the annoyance of some Turkish ladies at a 
little delay in drawing the curtain, expressly 
provided for screening them from the gaze 
of the other passengers. In the steamers, too, 
the women, although not concealed from view, 
are always ‘in a place apart from other people. 
One sees them in little herds coming in or 
going out at the landing stages, sometimes 
seeming rather nervous lest they should get 
separated from the rest. Prom their faces 
being covered, all but the eyes, and from their 
tasteless way of piling on garments, most of 
these women move about like live bundles of 
clothes. The better class, who may be seen 
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in carriages, are not so open to criticism; and 
when their features are good, a yashmak of 
transparent material seems to be thought 
sufficient for protection. 

Whilst talking of women I may mention 
that they are never employed as servants , in 
hotels. The landlords are always Christian, 
but, for. some reason, they have the work of 
every kind done by men. It might be sup¬ 
posed that this practice was maintained from 
respect for Turkish notions of propriety, were 
not the same custom followed in Greece. 

The hotels are kept on the American system, 
payment of so much a day, whether meals are 
taken at home or not—an inconvenience which 
drives many visitors into private lodgings. 
After introduction by a member, sleeping rooms 
may be taken at the Club—an excellent 
institution much used by foreigners residing 
for pleasure or business,—^with two branches, 
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one house being at Galata, the other at 
Pera. 

Whilst staying at Pera I had an opportunity 
of being present at a Turkish dinner. Said 
Pasha, a general in the army, and mayor of 
the Sultan’s palace, a courteous and highly 
accomplished gentleman, who, having been 
educated at the Military College at Woolwich, 
talks English with perfect facility, asked me 
to dine with him in his apartments in the 
palace. Only one other person was present 
at the entertainment, a most agreeable Greek, 
the Sultan’s physician. It was the month 
of Eamazan, when the Moslem religion 
forbids the taking of food before six o’clock. 
As nature can hardly endure longer unsup¬ 
ported, the evening gun had no sooner 
sounded than plates were put upon the table. 
Then came a rapid and continuous suc¬ 
cession of courses, consisting, for the most 
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part of meats cooked with great skill, but 
in ways quite different from anything I had 
seen before. The great feature of the repast 
was that when a fresh dish was put on the 
table we all helped ourselves exactly at the 
same moment with our own spoons and 
forks. It was the old Eastern custom, com¬ 
memorated in the verse, ‘‘ he that dippeth 
with me in the dish.” Grapes were on the 
table from the first, meant to be taken like 
bread, at odd intervals. The only beverage 
was water, succeeded by coffee when dinner 
was over. A slight drawback to our enjoy¬ 
ment was, that, as the Greek could talk no 
English, and the Pasha very little French, 
and I neither Turkish nor Greek, we could 
only understand one another two at a 
time. 

The Turks have a system of National 
Schools, in which, however, the education 
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is not carried very far, and from its not 
being compulsory, the attendance is irregular* 
Higher education is effectively carried on at 
a Lyceum in Pera, established, I believe, by 
the French, and frequented by several 
hundred students, Turk and Greek. One 
of the professors said to me, " The Turkish 
students are unable to keep up in the learn¬ 
ing of languages with the Greek students. 
There must be some difference in the 
natural conformation of the brain in the 
two races. At any rate, to prevent any 
further mortification to the Turks, instruc¬ 
tion in medical science, which at one time 
was given in French, is now given in 
Turkish. The Turkish language is extra¬ 
ordinarily difficult to learn to read, requiring, 
if it is to be completely mastered, about 
twelve years; for, from the frequency in it 
of Arabic and Persian words, both these 
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languages have to be learned as a prelimi¬ 
nary condition. To* add to the difficulty, 
there are no vowels and no stops, and thus 
the signs representing words can only be 
impressed on the memory by continued itera¬ 
tion. I have urged upon the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment, but without effect, the addition of 
vowels, an improvement which has been in¬ 
troduced into both Hungarian and Eussian.” 
A gentleman, who had been in the British 
army, and was staying at the same hotel 
at Therapia as we were, told me, confirming 
what I had heard of the difficulty of the 
language, that on one of the steamers he had 
observed several Turks much amused with 
the picture of a Turkish comic paper, en¬ 
deavouring to make out the. letter-press. 
This they did, but with considerable difficulty, 
trying it one after the other. As the 
professor strongly insisted, a people cannot 
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advance far in education as long as the ver¬ 
nacular language is diflScult to read. It 
would seem then that the Eussian programme 
of reforms is likely to be ineffectual, unless 
the Turks can be induced to improve their 
language, and furthermore, to adopt a 
common practice in the National Schools 
of the United States, that of teaching 
children some modern language besides their 
own. They would then have some chance 
in later life of marking the defects in their 
civilization, and the progress they were 
making as compared with other nations. In 
the meantime the great mass of the people, 
so I was assured by - men who had long 
lived amongst them, are thoroughly ignorant 
of the estimation in which they are held 
beyond the limits of their own country. 
They live and die impressed with the notion 
of their own superiority; secure from any 
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attempt by tbe better informed to disabuse 
them of their delusion. 

The fast of Eamazan, which lasts a month, 
though not observed with perfect exactness 
by the wealthier Turks, is scrupulously kept 
by the poorer and less educated classes. 
They may do what they like during the 
night, but in the day they are careful not 
to eat, drink, or smoke, till sun-down. The 
fast is succeeded by the feast of Bairam, 
when the Sultan goes at seven o’clock in the 
morning, attended by all the magnates of 
the Court and all the troops at Constanti¬ 
nople, to say his prayers at one of the 
principal mosques. By standing on a 
table, hired out to me for the occasion, 
in a street at the end of which he was 
to pass, I had a capital view of his sad, 
and as you see it at a little distance, some¬ 
what distinguished - looking countenance. 
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Thongli dressed in the simplest possible 
uniform, and perhaps for that very reason, 
he appeared to much greater advantage than 
any of his gaudy attendants. More interest¬ 
ing than even the Sultan and his Court 
was the well-behaved, gaily-dressed crowd 
of spectators, including many ladies in shut 
carriages. 

On the way I had observed a group of 
five or six Circassians. “Bad people those,'* 
said my dragoman; and they certainly were 
ill and desperate-looking fellows, though I 
believe this is far from always being the case. 

As an instance of the remarkable skill of 
the Circassians in horse-stealing, I was told 
that a band of them, seeing the driver of a 
team fast asleep, quietly unharnessed his 
horses, without stopping the waggon, some 
of the party pulling it on with the sleeping 
man till the animals were well out of sight* 
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The wife of an English Consul showed me a 
statement she had drawn up enumerating the 
misdeeds of the Circassians in one part of the 
country. Their depredations are principally 
committed on native Christians, who apply in 
vain to the authorities for protection. 

Another sight not to be omitted is the 
Sultan on a Friday, the Turkish Sunday, 
going to, or returning from, the mosque in 
his caique, splendidly rowed by sixteen 
oarsmen, all keeping the most perfect time. 

I was fortunate enough to have an inter¬ 
view with Khalil Sherif Pasha, not long 
ago Minister of Justice, and still one of 
the Ministers. He is well acquainted with 
Europe, having resided several years in Paris 
as Turkish Ambassador. After the customary 
pipe or cigar had been offered, and coffee 
handed round (invariable items of Turkish 
hospitality to a visitor), I asked whether he 
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objected to my putting questions about the 
condition of the country and the prospect of 
reform. He readily assented, and assured 
me that the new constitution would remedy 
all the evils from which the country was 
suffering. " No doubV’ he said, speaking 
in French, " we shall have difficulties at 
first, just as you in England have had 
difficulties in maturing your constitution; 
but by degrees things will come right. 
Many of our people are at present very 
ignorant, but in England there are still a 
great many persons who can neither read 
nor write.’* “ But does not the Koran,” I 
said, ‘'make it impossible that you should 
ever put the Christians upon a complete 
equality with yourselves?” “The Koran,” 
he said, “enjoins that the laws and religion 
shall change with changing circumstances, 
and thus there is nothing to prevent our 
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attaining the same degree of civilization you 
have elsewhere, excepting in one point; we 
shall not he able to let ladies go to balls 
with their neqks and shoulders uncovered 
\aller au lal d6colleUesY' Other informants 
assured me that this liberal interpretation 
of the Koran and its commentaries was not 
to be trusted. They feared that the majority 
would read them in a different sense. 

And herein lies the great difficulty in the 
way of substantial reform, the impossibility, 
according to the views of a large part of 
the Moslem population, of putting Chris¬ 
tians on an equality with Turks in Courts 
of Justice or in Government offices. In 
many Courts the evidence of a Christian is 
in theory as readily believed as the word of 
a Turk; but, even in these, there is apt to 
be, so I was assured by many residents of 
the country, a bias against Christian 
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evidence; while, in certain Courts of a 
very important kind, the evidence of a 
Christian is not legally admissible at the 
same value as that of a Mussulman; and 
this was admitted to me by a very learned 
and accomplished man, Ahmed Vefik Efifendi, 
who had been Governor of a province and 
had held other high oflBces. As an illustration 
of the treatment of Christians by Turkish 
tribunals, the following story, I was told, 
had been recently circulated by the Ar¬ 
menian newspapers: A Christian was the 
possessor of a cow which a few days before 
had calved. A Turk, coveting the cow, suc¬ 
ceeded in stealing it. The Christian com¬ 
plained of the theft to the nearest Judge, 
bringing a friend to corroborate his story, and 
demanded the restoration of his property. 
The Judge declined to believe either the 
injured man or his friend. 


Digitized by LjOOqIc 



46 


TUEKS AND GBBEES. 


On this, the injured man said, “I have 
got the calf of this cow at a place very neax 
the Court, and if your honour would have 
the cow brought to the calf and observe the 
two together, you would immediately perceive 
by their affection for one another that the 
cow must be the mother of the calf; and this 
would prove her to belong to me.” Accord¬ 
ingly the Judge ordered the cow to be 
brought to the calf, and went himself to see 
them. No sooner had the calf set eyes on the 
cow than it at once embraced her.. The Judge 
was convinced, and ordered the cow to be 
given up to the Christian, and this, add the 
Armenian newspapers, on the evidence of a 
calf, thereby showing that in a Turkish 
Court of Justice the evidence of a calf is 
superior to that of two Christians. This story 
was told to a Moslem priest, who was very 
much annoyed by it, and at last said, " Well, 
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this sort of thing cannot be helped as long 
as you are Christians and we are Mussulmans. 
The only remedy is for all of us to become 
Christians, or for all of you to become 
Mussulmans.” 

One afternoon, on a steamer between the 
great bridge in the Golden Horn and Therapia, 
a resident Englishman, whom I had met 
several times before, gave me an account of 
his life in the interior. He had been an 
undergraduate at Oxford, and had gained a 
prize there for Greek prose; and some years 
later, having become tired of English society, 
had settled down as a Turkish farmer, and 
had so been engaged for about eight years. 
He thought there was an excellent open¬ 
ing for Englishmen in this line, the only 
considerable drawback, one which he, however, 
did not regard as a clear disadvantage, being 
the absence of conventional society. Any one, 
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he said, with ordinary prudence, might count 
on making at least 15 per cent. The greater 
part of his land he had let, and found his 
tenants very conscientious in paying their 
rents. There were Circassians in his neigh¬ 
bourhood with whom he lived on good terms; 
but he thought an element in his understanding 
with them was their knowledge of his habit 
never to go anywhere unarmed. 

If other Englishmen would follow his 
example, and found a colony in any part of 
the Turkish provinces, their influence for good 
would be invaluable. Whilst enriching them¬ 
selves and their neighbours, they could not 
fail to assist in enlightening the minds and 
in softening the manners of the Sultan’s sub¬ 
jects, whether Turks or Christians. Perhaps, 
too, they might procure some amendment of 
the new constitution, which at present pro¬ 
vides that, in the local councils of the different 
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provinces, a Turkish minority, however small, 
is to have equal power with a Christian 
majority, however great. 

Ahmed Vefik Efifendi, whom we found in 
an unpretending-looking house overlooking 
the Bosphorus, on the occasion of his 
discussing the Turkish law of evidence, also 
commented upon Lord Derby’s recent pro¬ 
positions for the autonomy of the Christians. 
" Highly ingenious,” said he, in perfectly 
Parisian French and with much animation, 
‘‘but impossible.” If such was the senti¬ 
ment of a man renowned beyond the limits 
of his own country for knowledge of science 
and for literary acquirement, at the time, more¬ 
over, not in favour with the Sultan’s Govern¬ 
ment, the feeling of resistance in the breast 
of the commonplace Turkish oflBcial may 
easily be inferred. 

I made an expedition to Prinkipo, one of 
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a cluster of islands in the Sea of Marmora, 
about two hours distant by steamer. My 
companion was a Greek gentleman, high in 
office under the Sultan. The first-class pas¬ 
sengers were all Greek, indeed the island is 
almost exclusively a Greek colony. One of 
the passengers was a lady going to visit the 
poor people in the island, just as ladies of 
charitable disposition in London make expe¬ 
ditions to Wapping and elsewhere for a similar 
purpose. The conversation turned upon the 
Greek language, and this lady said, speaking 
in French, as they all did when addressing 
me, ‘‘We expect in twenty-five or thirty 
years to have completely gone back to the 
ancient language; to do so is our constant 
effort, and every day we are making im¬ 
provement. Already a newspaper is published 
written almost entirely in Old Greek. The 
Italians have been prevented from going back 
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to Latin because the corruptions of their 
language came to be formulated in a valu¬ 
able literature; but in modern Greek there 
is no literature to speak of.” 

The Turkish mode of salute was then 
discussed. ‘‘I do not” said the friend who 
was escorting me, and who had been 
generally defending the Turks, "I do not 
like to be treated by a Pasha as an in¬ 
ferior; but there is always a difference in 
his way of saluting me from what there 
would be if I were of his own religion; 
and if another Turk is in the room, 
it is meant that he should observe the 
difference. To give a small instance of Turk¬ 
ish arrogance, a common, uneducated Turk 
who cleans the lamps in the palace, one day 
told me, as I was talking quietly to a friend 
in one of the halls of the palace, that I 
must not make so much noise there.” An 
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Englishman at Constantinople told me that, 
having met the present Sultan in a street a 
day or two after his succession to the throne, 
he received from him, in return for his own, 
the salutation ordinarily given to Turks. He 
was struck by the fact, thinking it significant 
of the Sultan’s intention to have his 
Christian subjects treated on an equality with 
those of the Moslem faith; but, meeting 
the Sultan again a few days later, he was 
disappointed at receiving nothing more than 
the inferior salutation usually accorded to 
unbelievers. 

In one of the islands there is an important 
naval school, soon after passing which we 
landed at our picturesque destination. It is a 
charming residence, with a good hotel looking 
out on the coast of Asia Minor, and several 
pretty villas; and, on Sundays, is a favourite 
resort of the people of Pera. The population 
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is about one thousand. Having joined a 
family, inhabitants of the island and 
friends of my companion, we all mounted 
on donkeys, the ordinary mode of locomotion 
there, and had a delightful ride to the 
top of the highest hill. There we found a 
monastery, in which the Abbot, and all the 
monks, turned out to do the honours of the 
place and to offer us hospitality. Their whole 
number, including the Abbot, was three. Three 
seems to be a favourite number for these 
diminutive establishments. Not that their 
space is particularly limited. In this one 
there is accommodation for a good many 
insane patients, and the monks are said to 
be very successful in curing them. There 
was not a single patient in the house at the 
time, the best evidence, perhaps, that their 
system, one of kindness and companionship, 
is a good one. 
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A little way off we saw the island which 
Sir Henry Bulwer bought when he was Am¬ 
bassador, and converted from a desert into 
a garden, not without a very large expenditure 
of money. He afterwards sold it, with several 
buildings he had erected there, to the Khedive 
of Egypt. According to one account I heard, 
he was very far indeed from recovering what 
he had laid out in the improvement of his 
possession. 

Instead of returning by steamer, my friend 
and I took a caique with three oarsmen, and 
went straight across to Asia Minor, reaching 
it in an hour. We next proceeded to a rail¬ 
way station, intending to return to Pera as 
far as we could by train, and having to wait 
the best part of an hour, we conversed with 
an intelligent ofi&cial in charge of the station. 
He told us that he and all the other officials 
of the line, had been kept about a year 
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without any pay. It is a puzzle how so 
much work should be done under a system 
apparently the rule rather than the exception. 

In about half an hour we had reached the 
tmininus at a point considerably short of 
Scutari, a suburb of Constantinople on the 
Asiatic side. My friend said to me, “You 
would have thought that, in making a railway, 
one of the first things to be attended to was 
to lay it straight from point to point, and, as 
far as possible, to go close to towns and 
villages; but here,” said he, going into fits of 
laughter, “is a railway made zigzag, and so 
as to keep clear of the towns and villages. 
This method seems to have suited the purpose 
of the contractors.’' I was afterwards told 
that in my friend's remarks there was some 
exaggeration as regarded this particular railway; 
but that there are Jines of railway in Turkey 
to which his description would apply. 
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We now had a long walk before us in the 
dark. The first thing to be done was to buy 
a paper lantern, which my friend’s servant 
carried in front of us. I am not sure that 
the police regulations on the Asiatic side do 
not require people walking in the dark to 
carry lanterns. However this may be, such a 
precaution was necessary to enable us to escape 
from falling into holes, or tumbling over dogs. 
In Pera gas-lamps have been erected since 
the Crimean War, though at considerable 
intervals. We then called at a house belong¬ 
ing to some of my conductor’s relations. 
Though it was only nine o’clock, they were 
all gone to bed. He left word, nevertheless, 
that we should presently call again, and we 
pursued our way in search of' a restaurant. 
With some difficulty we found one, kept by 
a German; but here also they had shut up, 
and, at first, could hardly be persuaded to 
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admit us. It was between eleven and twelve 
when we got into a calqucy pulled by a single 
Turk, who, in the course of an hour, landed 
us at Pera. 

The opinion of most of the English residing 
at Constantinople, though it can hardly be 
described as pro-Turk, is decidedly anti- 
Kussian. Of the Government itself one 
seldom hears any other defence than that its 
continuance is necessary for the objects of 
English policy. Of the Turks in their private 
character one hears much well-merited praise. 
In this country wholesale and very absurd 
abuse has been heaped upon the Turk, the 
fact being, though of course there are many 
exceptions, that he is far more conscientious 
and self-denying than the majority of Chris¬ 
tians; and, as a result of this, his physical 
development and powers of endurance are far 
above the average. It was a marvel to see 
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a porter going lip a hill ftoin the landing 
stage to the hotel under a IwH^n of luggage 
which two strong Englishmen would find it 
difficult to carry; and, in the numerous 
the rowing is admirable; the men throw their 
whole strength into the work. As soldiers, 
their presence is very imposing, and they 
Seetn ready to do anything and go anywhere 
at the call of duty. When in any respect 
they fail, say English officers who know them, 
it is through the deficiencies of those over 
them. 

During the month that I was at Constan¬ 
tinople, though I was constantly going about 
in all parts of the city, I did not see a single 
Turk intoxicated, or a single instance of 
personal violence or disorder. In fact, the 
religion of the Turk, however much in our 
superiority we may sneer at it, has a restrain¬ 
ing influence over his daily and hourly conduct 
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altogether diflFerent from the influence of 
nominal Christianity. Certainly in truthful¬ 
ness, and in fidelity to those whom he has 
lifidertaken to serve, he is generally admitted 
to be far superior to the other races of the 
country. 

Of the wealthier Turks many, according to 
the evidence of the English who know them, 
are accomplished and refined. In short, much 
itti^t be made of the Moslem people if only 
they were under a good Government. But 
because they are invested with many virtues, 
it does not follow that the world generally, or 
that even they themselves (with the exception 
of office holders) are, in any way, the better 
for the continuance of Moslem supremacy. For 
the solution of the great controversy which 
is now vexing the souls of diplomatists, how 
would it help if every Turk had the Ten 
Commandments written on his face, whilst 
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he remained hopelessly ignorant of the art of 
government ? In this case, to sacrifice the 
interest of Turkey and the world, out of 
deference to the feelings of two or three 
hundred officials who are now misgoverning 
the Ottoman empire, would seem to be an 
uncalled for extension of courtesy; and that 
the coimtry is misgoverned will hardly be 
denied by any one moderately read in its recent 
history. The discouraging consideration is that 
there is little chance of any reform from 
within. Promises of the most satisfactory 
kind have again and again been made, but 
with little practical effect on the condition of 
the people. Russia is open to much criticism, 
but, at least, it may be said that her civili¬ 
zation is advancing. In Turkey one does not 
hear of any important advance in science, 
literature, or commercial enterprise. A Turk, 
I was told, is seldom keen for any other 
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occupation than serving in the army, or in 
a Government oflBce. Moreover, the Moslem 
subjects of the Sultan are not given to 
travelling out of their own country; and a8> 
from want of acquaintance with foreign lan¬ 
guages, and the difficulty of reading their 
own, the great majority of them are unable 
to learn from books, they substitute for any 
knowledge of other nations, or of the opinions 
elsewhere formed of themselves, a well-assured 
feeling of their own superiority, thus, of course, 
increasing the difficulties of her more en¬ 
lightened statesmen. Amongst these, there was 
no one, as far as I could learn, whose genius 
was considered equal to the task of devising 
reforms which should be at once adequate 
and practicable; or that, could a system be 
elaborated, the SultaU’s dominions contained 
subordinates of sufficient honesty and intelli¬ 
gence to work it. An Englishman, who had 
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been in the country long enough to speak on 
the subject with authority, told me that there 
was not more than one Turk who had any 
profound insight into the principles of finance; 
and according to this and other informants, 
the Turkish mode of conducting business is 
most unsatisfactory. 

Under such circumstances one is not sur¬ 
prised to hear that the mail from Europe 
only comes to, and leaves, Constantinople 
twice a week ; indeed, though a Turkish Post- 
office has long existed, it has till lately been 
necessary for foreigners wishing to get their 
letters regularly, to set up a post-office for 
themselves. The English, the Eussians, and 
the Germans have respectively, under treaty, 
established their own post-offices; and when I 
wished to get any letters that might be waiting 
for me, I had to send some one to each of the 
different branches. While in other countries 
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the Post has been a valuable source of revenue, 
the Turkish Government has been able to 
despise so commonplace a method of increas¬ 
ing its income. But improvement may be 
expected, and to a considerable extent has 
already taken place, under the supervision of 
a man well-known in Great Britain for skill 
in this branch of administration. The Ottoman 
Government has wisely appointed Mr. Scuda¬ 
more, Postmaster-general; and when I was at 
the Turkish capital he had been more than a 
year, I believe, endeavouring to reform the 
service. If the London standard of excellence 
should not be attained, the failure wiU be 
from difficulties not to be overcome by 
English energy and experience. 

So, again, foreigners desirous of receiving 
justice in Courts of Law have been obliged to 
establish their own Courts. Not content with 
such redress as is afforded by Turkish tribunals. 
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the English, the Eussians, and other Euro¬ 
pean nations, have courts of their own, in 
which all litigation affecting them respectively 
is carried on. I took a ride on horseback 
with one of the Judges of the English Court 
By the by, he never rides without a revolver 
hanging at his belt, as a protection when he 
is in the forest near Therapia. One is re¬ 
minded of the times when the English Judges, 
before going circuit, received “dagger-money,” 
that they might not be defenceless if 
attacked by highwaymen. On this and on 
other occasions, I had opportunities of learning 
something about his Court 5 and it seems that 
when judgment has been pronounced against 
a Turk, there is often the greatest difficulty in 
getting the Ottoman Government to give effect 
to the judgment. Most extraordinary delays 
occur, for the most pari caused by officials who 
have been, or who have not been, bribed. 
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I had the following story on good authority. 
An Englishman employed as a revenue officer, 
not in Turkey but in Egypt, where the 
bureaucratic system would seem to be estab¬ 
lished on Turkish principles, used persistently 
to decline taking bribes. The consequence 
was that he was looked upon as a common 
enemy. A general conspiracy was formed 
against him, and under an accumulation of 
false charges he was driven from his post. 

In palliation, though not in excuse of the 
conduct of the official class, the inadequacy 
of their pay should be remembered. Without 
corruption they could not live. If the post 
is a good one, many fees have been paid for 
it; more, perhaps, than the meagre salary, 
even if regularly forthcoming, will suffice to 
defray. The Judge or Governor who by such 
means has won his way to position, is easily 
persuaded that he cannot more surely get 
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reimbursed for his outlay than by selling his 
official services. 

Mr. Curteis, an Anglican clergyman who 
has worked for twenty years at Pera, and is 
well acquainted with many Armenians of high 
position in the Armenian Church, told me 
something about the government of the 
Armenian provinces. " The Governors,’’ he 
said, '^are often in league with the Kourds, 
robber tribes living in the mountains over 
the border. These men from time to time 
make raids on the plains of Armenia, carry* 
ing off everything they can conveniently lay 
their hands upon; and to secure freedom 
from molestation whilst engaged in their 
business, they give the Governors a portion 
of the spoil” He assured me that in this 
region there was even less security for life and 
property than in tbe European provinces. 

For a state of .things so lamentable. 
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admitted even by the Ottoman Government 
to be indefensible, as shown by reiterated 
promises of amendment,—is reform to come 
from within or from without ? I used to 
hear the present Sultan praised as a man 
really anxious to sweep away abuses; but 
in his youth his education was purposely 
neglected, and though nominally all-powerful, 
he is not equal to coping with such even 
of the evils around him as he succeeds in 
understanding. 

Eeform, in the opinion of most of the 
Europeans in Turkey I conversed with, can 
only be hoped for as a result of very strong 
pressure on the part of the Great Powers. 

If/’ said one man who had long been out 
there, the English Government were to 
speak in earnest, the Turks would stand on 
their heads. But the despatches from home 
-ought not to present alternatives for the 
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adoption of the Ottoman Government. In 
addressing an Eastern people there ought to 
be no indecision.” 

One of their most sincere and eloquent 
defenders said to me, ‘‘Cannot you leave 
the poor Turk alone ? In a hundred years 
he will have extinguished himself. His 
number does not increase, while the Chris¬ 
tians are daily increasing in number and 
importance. Eeform will come without the 
interference of foreign powers.” 

Others, again, taking a similar view, yet 
thought that foreign pressure was necessary, 
but not of an extreme kind. Certain Greek 
merchants and other men of business at 
Constantinople were of this opinion. Having 
a stake in the country, they were naturally 
favourable to a cautious policy, and were for 
restraining the eagerness of the Eussians. 
‘‘If,” said one of them, a Greek, “the Great 
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Powers could obtain justice for the Christians 
in twenty years a natural process of develop¬ 
ment would enable these to hold their own/* 

A man abeady mentioned, of much Eastern 
experience, said to me, "The only way of 
thoroughly reforming the country is to let 
the Russians take it. But then, we should 
never get them out again: Destiny may 
eventually bring them to the Bosphorus; 
but why should we let them in as long as 
we can keep them away ? Being only a 
semi-civilized people, they would be slow to 
accept ideas of improvement, would arrest 
the development of commerce, create a large 
navy and prevent us from using the Suez 
Canal, unless we went to great expense in 
increasing our fleet.** 

Should such considerations ever force us 
into war, we might easily take Constanti¬ 
nople and keep it. An ex-officer of the 
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British ‘ army, reputed an authority on 
strategy, told me that having recently looked 
at the ground and carefully studied the 
question, he was convinced that with such 
an army as we could spare, partly from 
England, partly from India, the place might 
be held against any force that could be 
brought against us. He added that a line of 
hiU completely protecting the city might be 
securely fortified. 

Another opinion, though not often met with 
in Constantinople, is held by many men of 
great intelligence in England, and, as far as 
English interests are specially concerned, in 
France also. Eussia, they say, is ultimately 
destined to come to the shores of the Bosphorus; 
at any rate, to obtain the right of going through 
with her ships of war. Since her attainment of 
this object is at least probable, to fight her would 
only keep her back for a time. But it is not 
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certain that the extension of Enssia to the 
Bosphorus would be an evil to Europe. If her 
Government were carried on at Constantinople, 
this might cause her to break up into two or 
more countries. Her adoption of a constitu¬ 
tional form of government might be hastened. 
Certainly her contiguity to the great nations of 
Europe would quicken the growth of her civili¬ 
zation ; and her aggressive tendencies, as in the 
case of many other nations, might entirely 
cease. If not, the other Powers would be far 
more than a match for her. No doubt we ought 
not to let Eussia over-run any power more 
civilized than herself. But Turkish civilization 
is much lower than Eussian; while to fight 
Eussia for our own sakes would be to postpone 
improvement in the condition of the Christians 
in Turkey, and of the Turks themselves, besides 
encountering certain, and very great evils in 
order to prevent evils which might never occur. 
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Moreover, they add, India can be reached by 
the Cape of Good Hope, only three weeks later 
than by the Suez Canal; and, at any rate, we 
could not count with certainty on using the 
Canal in a European war. Besides, Eussia 
would have to send her troops no trifling dis¬ 
tance before she could reach India. In short, 
they say, the advent of Eussia in Turkey would 
affect England far less than the other great 
Powers of Europe; and the question should 
be settled by those whom it more immediately 
concerns. 

Upon matters so high I do not i)retend to 
decide, nor has the moment yet come when 
any one need make a decision. The great fact 
to which at present we have to adjust our 
policy is that Eussia, with whatever motives, 
would seem to be engaged in a useful work, 
to be doing what may not improbably result in 
a happier life for the down-trodden Christians 
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of Turkey. Yet most of the English I met in 
Turkey were suspicious of Eussian designs. 

“ She cares for nothing,” they said, " but her 
own ends; and if she can forward them she is 
utterly unscrupulous as to the means. But for 
her there would have been no insurrection, no 
Servian war, no massacres.” Some went so far 
as to make her immediately responsible for the 
deeds of the Bashi-bazouks. As to the Servians, 
their declaration of war was simply criminal. 

I used to listen to my friends with interest, 
for all of them possessed a knowledge of the 
East which I sincerely envied ; yet I could not 
help thinking they omitted a part of the case. 

As far as I could leai-n, the misgovernment 
of the Christian provinces of Turkey had for 
years been of a kind to justify rebellion, if 
rebellion can ever be justified. Men accepting 
this view cannot easily see the harm of sug¬ 
gesting resistance, or even of lending a hand to 
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push aside the oppressor. A defenceless youth 
cries out under the treatment of a weak and 
feeble-kneed, but well-armed, old man, who has 
long tyrannized over him. One course, as we 
know, would be to encourage the old man. 

Go on, old man, knock the young rascal down 
again. He has no friends; if he has, we will 
try to keep them away. Only be quick about 
it, or others will be wanting to take a part.’' 
But the Servians and the Eussian volunteers felt 
sympathy for the youth : the more so, perhaps, 
from his being of the same race and creed as 
themselves; and by helping him they have 
become guilty, it would seem, of an unpar¬ 
donable offence. 

But see, men say, how Eussia is preparing. 
Her troops are everywhere on the move. Already 
an army threatens Erzeroum. Would she be at 
this trouble for any other than selfish objects ? 

To this view an answer is suggested by two 
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important considerations. The Czar cannot 
afiford to neglect the sympathy of his subjects 
for the sufiFeiing Christians. Furthermore, 
these Christians though now no more than an 
oppressed and unorganized peasantry, are des¬ 
tined to become a powerful nation. The hope 
of securing an ally, coupled with the necessity 
of gratifying the general craving to see Ottoman 
tyranny overridden, may partially account for 
the present efforts of Eussian statesmen. More¬ 
over, they may think that Turkey’s promises of 
reform, without such guarantees as force or the 
fear of it can alone extort, are not more likely 
to be productive than her monetary bonds. 
But as nations, like men, act from mixed motives, 
there may also be a belief on the part of Eus¬ 
sian politicians that whatever weakens the 
Ottoman Government is likely, in the long run, 
to benefit Eussia; and they may therefore be 
the more disposed to satisfy the national 
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yearning to see the Slavs of Turkey 
righted. 

If, however, it he true, as many experienced 
statesmen believe, that the Eussian Govern¬ 
ment is absolutely innocent of any motive 
not prompted by selfishness, and is simply, 
under the guise of philanthropy, masking a 
dangerous ambition, even then, prudence may, 
nevertheless, suggest hesitation in thwarting her. 
If one man is saving another from drowning, 
you would hardly interfere lest robbery should 
be the motive of assistance. You would wait 
till the dying man had been brought safe to 
land before standing between him and his 
rescuer. We ought not, perhaps, to be influ¬ 
enced so much by the hopes of Eussia for the 
future, as by the question of whether her 
present line of action is likely to prove benefi¬ 
cial to Europe. The efforts of the Czar’s 
Government may obtain for the Christian popu- 
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lation of Turkey concessions not to be won by 
themselves in this generation. By helping it, 
especially if we act in concert with the other 
Great Powers, we shall perhaps be enabled to 
moderate its zeal and induce the Turks to 
yield to reason. Should Eussia after all prove 
false, and war against her become necessary, 
our position for the application of force would 
not necessarily be worse than at present, and 
would perhaps be better than if by standing 
aloof, we cleared the way for Eussia’s invasion 
of her adversary. 

One day, in the neighbourhood of Constanti¬ 
nople, I had some conversation with a Bulgarian 
gentleman, a professor at the American College ; 
and also with two or three Bulgarian students. 
Many people seem to think that the Bulgarians 
are incapable of becoming thoroughly civilized, 
and learning how to govern themselves. These 
men, at any rate, seemed to be well informed 
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and remarkably inteUigent. My companion. 
Sir George Campbell, spent several days in the 
part of the country celebrated through Europe 
for the terrible scenes enacted in May, 1876 > 
and excepting the loss of their houses and the 
ruthless devastation by which they themselves 
had been prostrated, saw nothing to indicate the 
permanent state of helplessness sometimes 
ascribed to them. Time and supervision would 
be required before the principles of self-Govern- 
ment could be mastered; but there would seem 
to be no reason why the lesson should not be 
learned. Similar charges of incapacity have 
been made against the Eoumanians, the Servians, 
and the Greeks; yet few people would seriously 
propose, as a mode of increasing the happiness 
of these populations, to restore them to the 
tender mercies of the Ottoman Government. 
The Christians of Turkey are, no doubt, on 
many points open to criticism, but their progress 
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under good rulers would probably have been 
more rapid. It seems hard that the stagnant 
and lifeless state produced by ages of oppression 
should be cast in their teeth as a valid reason 
for extending the period of their thraldom. 

During the autumn the members of the 
English embassy live at Therapia, a village 
about eight miles from Constantinople, on the 
European side of the Bosphorus. The house, a 
very handsome one, is on the edge of the water. 
Behind, the ground rises and the country is 
wild and picturesque. When shut up, as they 
are the greater part of the year, in Constanti¬ 
nople, the members of the embassy must often 
wish themselves back at their pleasant country 
residence. Not far from the house, and very 
near the principal hotel, kept by Madam 
Petala, an English lady, one sees the Antelope, 
a Government stemn yacht, ready to take 
the ambassador wherever he may wish to be 
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conveyed. It is comfortably fitted up, but bears 
a bad character for its behaviour in rough 
weather. A little steam launch belonging to 
it takes the ambassador up the Bosphorus, 
when he goes to see the Sultan’s ministers, 
or transact other business at Constantinople. 

Such strong language has been used at public 
meetings in England, often by people hardly 
competent to form an opinion on the subject, 
about the conduct of the British ambassador at 
Constantinople, that it is only fair to mention 
certain facts calculated to modify the vehement 
indictments against him. By the majority of 
those who best know him and have constant 
opportunities of observing or hearing of his 
conduct, he is highly valued for his industry, 
courtesy, ability, and generally high character; 
and on such a matter, the opinion of an ordi¬ 
nary Englishman in Constantinople is probably 
more trustworthy than that of an ordinary 
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Englishman in England. I can understand that 
politicians ardent for reform should think that 
a diplomatist of exceptionally stern qualities 
would have more influence with the Turks; or 
that the appointment of a man, if one can he 
found, liot connected with the former policy of 
supporting the Turk, might produce a healthy 
impression on the Sultan's ministers. As to 
whether such a view has any foundation, the 
most able judges of Eastern character might 
find it diflBcult to agree. In any case, the 
opinion of the majority of the English in Con¬ 
stantinople would, I believe, endorse the fitness 
of Sir Henry Elliot for the highest posts which 
his profession may throw open to him. If 
early information has not always reached the 
British embassy at Pera, we must remember 
that, through the parsimony of English Liberals, 
or rather of their leaders, an adequate staff of 
consuls has not been maintained in the Turkish 
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provinces; and it is through the consuls alone 
that regular and trustworthy intelligence can be 
obtained. 

A sign of the times not a Kttle creditable to 
Parliamentary energy was that at Pesth we en¬ 
countered Mr. Forster, the member for Brad¬ 
ford, on his return from Turkey; and at Pera, 
the leader of the Opposition, Lord Hartington. 
I did not actually set eyes on either, but I 
remember that rumour was busy with the zeal 
and rapidity with which they had been accumu¬ 
lating information. 
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Dardanelles.—.£gean Sea.—Turkish Colonel.—Russian Diplo¬ 
mat.—Syra.— Athens.—Mars Hill. — Greek Ambition.— 
Greek Parliament. — Gulf of Corinth.— Patras.—Zante.— 
Cephalonia.—Corfu. 

As my friends intended to give more time 
to Turkey than I could afford, I started alone 
in the last days of October for Athens, in an 
Austrian Lloyd's steamer. The captain was 
an Austrian. The other officers and the sailors 
were, I believe, Dalmatians. I was told that the 
Austrian Government would have great diffi¬ 
culty in getting her Dalmatian naval men, of 
whom she has a great many, to fight against 
Russia, were the latter actively to support 
the Slavs of Turkey. The Dalmatians, being 
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themselves a Slav race, have naturally much 
sympathy with their neighbours. 

The head engineer was an Englishman. He 
said that the boat, a very fine one indeed, had 
been built in Glasgow. But the Company’s 
boats, as a rule, he said, were built in its own 
yards at Trieste, and were finished with even 
greater skill and care than those turned out on 
the banks of the Clyde. 

It was not long before we had taken our 
last look at the domes and palaces of the 
famous Moslem capital, and were passing 
Princes’ Islands, where the Sultan is reported 
to have been very recently watching some 
naval experiments. There were a great many 
passengers in the second-class part of the 
boat, most of them in Eastern or Greek costume. 
Almost the only first-class passengers were two 
Greek ladies, one of them on her way to Athens 
with her children; a colonel in the Turkish 
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army, going to join his regiment in Crete ac¬ 
companied by his chad, a fine baby, under the 
care of a nurse; and a member of the Russian 
embassy at Constantinople on his way to 
Athens. We made rapid progress through the 
waters of the Sea of Marmora, which, though 
the weather had been tempestuous, remained 
tolerably smooth; and after a time we passed 
the Island of Marmora, and at night were going 
through the Dardanelles. At one point we had 
to stop for a minute till a gun from a Turkish 
fort had signified that we were permitted to 
pursue our course. Further on, we passed 
what I took to be the lights of the British fleet 
Besika Bay. By daylight we had made 
some way into the Archipelago. We passed 
near numbers of islands, many of them look- • 
ing very bare. The most interesting part of the 
voyage was an enormous water-spout, with its 
gigantic columns going high up into the heavens, 
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close by us, a phenomenon rarely seen, the 
captain told us, in the -®gean. The Turkish 
colonel was equipped with a sword and a 
^iplendid uniform; and, naturally, such a 
presence would have been a considerable re¬ 
straint upon any disposition in the rest of us to 
criticise the imperfections of Turkish adminis¬ 
tration ; but it had been decreed by the wisdom 
of the Fate which governs the destinies of the 
Moslem people, that, during long intervals of 
time, he should prefer the quiet of his cabin to 
the conversation of the deck or the saloon; 
and such moments the Eussian did not fail to 
turn to account. Before I had ascertained the 
nationality of the latter, I heard him describing 
fluently in the French tongue how, in a Turk¬ 
ish man-of-war, some English officers and 
sailors had been dismissed from jealousy of 
foreigners; after which, the vessel, manned 
exclusively by Turks, was sent to cruise in 
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the Mediteiranean, with instructions to go 
to Malta; and how, after losing its way and 
incurring many dangers, it returned to the 
Bosphorus, where the captain reported to 
the Government that no such place as Malta 
existed. 

Whenever the Turk was permitted to appear 
he showed himself a very amiable and pleasant 
companion. “ Of course you,” he said, address¬ 
ing me in French, do not mind the sea; you 
English are the wolves of the sea.” He 
appeared to have a sincere admiration of the 
English nation. ^‘The policy of Austria,” he 
said, "is trickish. We have no confidence 
in her. But England is always consistent. 
England is certain to help us in our need. 
She is bound by ber interests not to let Eussia 
barm us. England is very popular with the 
Turks. After the Crimean war great numbers 
of Turks, who had been fighting on the 
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English side, were disbanded, having received 
their full pay from the English Government, 
and they carried the fame of the English 
nation to every comer of the Turkish empire. 
A friend,'^ he continued, ‘‘who was in the 
Crimean war told me how he saw a number 
of English troops remaining in perfect order, 
though reached by the enemy’s fire, and not 
allowed to advance or defend themselves. 
Gladstone, in his anti-Turkish poKcy, repre¬ 
sents a very small minority. As a nation you 
cannot help going on with the policy of the 
Crimean war ” I tried to convince him that 
there had been a great change of opinion in 
England with respect to Turkey, and that 
unless there were a complete reform in the 
administration, the English Government would 
not make any further effort on behalf of the 
Ottoman Empire; but he was perfectly 
incredulous. “ Is not your fleet at this 
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moment,” he said, ‘^in Besika Bay?” This 
fact evidently gave him great satisfaction. 
He was at considerable pains to show it to 
me, taking me in the dark along the deck of 
the fore part of the vessel, crowded with 
people sleeping, that we might ask the captain 
at what o'clock we should pass it. “These 
islands,” he said, the next day as we passed 
them, “all look very bare; but Crete is not 
bare. Crete is rich in all kinds of crops; 
that is why we cannot let the Christians have 
it.” He did not see how, by any possibility, 
the Christians in Turkey could be put upon 
an equality with the Mussulmans. “ In 
India,” he said, “ you do not put the natives 
on an equality with the Europeans, nor in 
Algeria do the French put the natives on an 
equality with themselves. Why then should 
you expect us to give equal privileges to the 
Christians, who are an inferior people ? ” This 
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he had said on the previous evening as we 
leant over the gunwale gazing at the starlit 
waves. The Eussian then joined us, and the 
conversation turned, before the point had been 
thoroughly argued. Perhaps it was as well, 
for the colonel would not easily have been 
persuaded that while the English in India and 
the French in Algeria are superior to the 
natives, and are consequently more fit to pre¬ 
dominate in the government, the Mussulmans 
in Turkey are inferior in intelligence, know¬ 
ledge, and industry to the people they insist on 
keeping in a state of subjection. 

He told me that in Crete there is a very 
considerable military force. 

At the island of Syra we were obliged to 
change boats. The one we had been in was 
going by Cape Matapan to Naples. Our new 
boat, also belonging to the Austrian Lloyd 
Company, did not start until about eleven 
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o’clock at night. As we arrived at three in the 
afternoon, there was plenty of time for going 
ashore and exploring the town of Syrau 
Amongst the noisy army of boatmen who 
had invaded the ship, the Eussian and I 
presently fixed on one who, with a comrade, 
rowed us to the land. The Eussian at once 
went with papers to his consul. Having 
discovered in Bradshaw's Quids the name of 
the English consul (Mr. Binny), I went in 
search of him, and was fortunate enough to 
find a courteous gentleman, who gave me much 
information, and showed me the beautiful 
town, with its splendid views of the, sur¬ 
rounding islands. The place is best seen from 
the sea, as it rises up from the water, with its 
clean-looking houses all built of white marble. 
The streets are smoothly and splendidly paved, 
offering the most delightful contrast to the 
excruciating pavement of Pera and StambouL 
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The island is a great centre of commerce, and 
much shipping is seen in its harbour; but it 
boasts of no manufactures, and of few products 
of any kind. In one of the principal streets 
we saw a number of men drilling in their 
black coats, just as we may see volunteers in 
England. There can be no doubt about the 
earnestness of the Greeks in developing their 
military power to the utmost. The weak 
point, of course, is the sea. With their 
numerous islands and ports there is, perhaps, 
no other nation so much exposed and so 
helpless. 

On returning in the evening I saw the last 
of the colonel, as he waved his hand to me 
from a small boat, in which he was on his 
way to the Cretan steamer. Though we had 
exchanged into an inferior steamer, as the 
night was fine, the remainder of the voyage 
was enjoyable. My Eussian friend gave me 
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a glowing account of the progress of his 
country. For the last fifteen years or so, he 
said, considerable local liberties had been 
enjoyed by the people. The districts had the 
power of electing many public oflScers. They 
could also elect representatives, who met 
together and discussed grievances with the 
right of bringing them to the notice of the 
central Government But Bussian civilization 
he admitted to be still behind that of the 
principal nations of Europe. “ As a rule,” he 
said,the ordinary Eussian has no conception 
of what is meant by the rights of a citizen, 
but looks upon the Government as altogether 
superior to himself, and not as in any degree 
emanating from himself.” 

Eeferring to the Slavs, he continued: 
“There is the strongest and most genuine 
sympathy between the Eussian people of all 
classes and the Christians of Turkey, and if 
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there is wax between Eussia and Turkey it 
will be a holy war.” I asked him what answer 
one should give to those who attribute the 
energy of Eussia in helping the Turkish 
Christians to motives of national ambition and 
aggrandisement. He repudiated the notion 
with apparent earnestness and sincerity, point¬ 
ing out the strain on Eiissian resources which 
would be involved by acquisitions so distant, 
and the certainty of such a policy incurring 
the disapproval of all the Great Powers. 
‘‘Even if we wished it,” he said, “it could 
not be a practical question.” 

Before nine o’clock the next morning, with 
the help of a commissionaire from one of the 
hotels at Athens, I had landed at the Piraeus. 
Having engaged a carriage, we drove seven 
miles before reaching the city. I took a room 
in the hotel from which Lord Muncaster and 
his unfortunate friends had started, before the 
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memorable occasion of their capture by the 
brigands. The waiter who had attended 
them waited upon me. "They were lost 
for nothing/' he said; "I cried that day: 
everybody in Athens cried when they heard 
it. Directly the brigands saw the soldiers 
appearing on all the hills, of course they 
killed their captives. The money ought to 
have been raised and given to them."' He 
assured me, as did others also, that brigandage 
had now entirely disappeared from Greece. 
At one time the brigands used to go over 
the border into Turkey, and so escape their 
pursuers; but as soon as the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment took the matter seriously up, the nuisance 
was completely put down. One of the guides 
to Athens (Bradshaw’s, I think) still insists 
on the importance of strangers giving notice 
to the police, before making an expedition 
into the interior. But I did not hear of any 
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recent trouble given by the brigands. A man 
named Alexander, who was for several days 
my guide at Athens, had been guide to Lord 
Muncaster’s party at the time of its capture, 
and was himself detained by the brigands. 
He was suspected by the authorities of having 
betrayed his employers, and was for smne time 
in great trouble; bid}, according to Murray, he 
succeeded in completely clearing himself. As 
his reminiscences of the matter must have 
been anything but agreeable, I forbore from 
asking him any questions. One difficulty in 
getting rid of the brigands was their popularity 
with certain classes in the country on account 
of their having to some extent, whilst living 
in the mountains, upheld Greek liberty against 
the tyranny of the Turks. Stories are told of 
even persons of position courting the favour 
of the brigands. I heard of one man, I am 
not sure that he was not a minister at the 
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time, who, living in their neighbourhood, 
thought it prudent to conciliate them by oc¬ 
casionally becoming godfather to their child¬ 
ren; and at elections, so it is said, much 
courtesy has been extended to them by 
various parties, in order to gain their political 
support. For instance, I heard of a brigand 
obtaining from one of the authorities a safe 
conduct, which enabled him to go to Athens 
to transact some private business. Thus it 
would seem that the long continuance of 
brigandage was not exclusively attributable 
to the negligence of the Turks. 

I made the following note whilst staying at 
Athens 

Athens, October Zlst, 1876.—Have seen 
to-day the Pnyx and Mars Hill. The ceme¬ 
tery has been discovered within the last three 
years; the wife of Alcebiades is buried there. 
The grave-stones are sometimes beautiful 
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pieces of sculpture, representing the departed 
shaking hands with his friends for the last 
time. On one he is represented in a boat 
ready to be ferried over to another world. 
In another are splendid statues of two sisters. 
On a stone in the old street leading to the 
cemetery one reads opo? KcpdfiiKo^. The in¬ 
scriptions are, most of them, as plain as if 
made yesterday. 

It was most interesting to stand on the 
spot on which Demosthenes stood when he 
harangued the multitude, and from which 
lately three Professors (two of them speaking 
really well) addressed an enormous audience. 
They tried, not without effect, to awake the 
old Greek spirit. It may be partly due to 
their efforts that Greek civilians at Syra 
(where I saw them on Friday) and here are 
busily drilling. The place itself might well 
stimulate an orator to the exertion of his 
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highest eloquence. Slightly below the brow 
of the hill, he commands the multitude who 
look up to him from the slope beneath. His 
platform is the natural rock. Below him is 
the city (no longer, alas! as it was) mak¬ 
ing the base of an amphitheatre formed 
by the hills. Above him to the right, is 
the Acropolis, and only those who have 
seen it can realize what the Acropolis 
means, with the majestic relics of its splen¬ 
did temples, on the finest site in the 
world, and the sea and Salamis and j^gina 
in the distance. 

It were long to give a detailed description of 
the things referred to in the above memoran¬ 
dum, or to add the glories of Pentelicus, 
Hjunettus, or of the mountain whence the 
Persian monarch looked down upon the 
crumpling up of his armies before the.heroes 
of ancient Greece. One could easUy believe 
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in the valour of a people who could choose 
such sites and construct such temples. The 
ruins of the Acropolis should be visited by 
day, or rather day by day; for then you can 
see from it the sea and the islands; and no 
feature of the varied historical scene around 
you is obscured from view. Indeed, it would 
not be easy to say in what other place on the 
globe the mind of man has conceived, and 
the hand of man has executed, a succession of 
structures so admirably calculated to excite 
the enthusiasm of combined religion and 
patriotism. But it is by moonlight that the 
effects are the most solemn and impressive. 
Then, the temple of the Wingless Victory, the 
massive steps, and the mighty proportions of 
the arch in the Propylsean gateway, the Erech- 
thsBum, with its life-like statues, above all the 
Parthenon, with its massive roof and symme¬ 
trical columns, stand out in a grandeur scarcely 
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diminislied hj the ravages of either time or 
barbarism. 

At the foot of the Acropolis, on one side, I 
observed numbers of workmen engaged in 
making excavations. Interesting portions of 
the ancient city are constantly being dis¬ 
covered. It is not many years since the 
Theatre of Dionysus was found, the theatre 
where the tragedies of ^schylus, Sophocles, 
and Euripides used to be acted. You see the 
structure much as it appeared in the olden 
time. The seats, aU of stone, rise one above 
the other high up the hill. Those in front 
have backs, and the names of the officials for 
whom they were intended are carved so dis¬ 
tinctly that one would think the work had only 
recently been finished. The majority of the 
good places seem to have been assigned to 
priests. The word Upev^ (priest) is again and 
again repeated, with the addition of the town 
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to which the occupant belonged. A noticeable 
feature is the number of passages radiating 
from the centre, making it perfectly easy for 
the spectators, in spite of the immense crowd, 
to get to and from their places. 

It is curious to observe in one part of the old 
wall of the Acropolis several broken columns 
amongst the stones. This is a confirmation 
of the famous story that Themistocles, when 
carrying on a negotiation at Sparta, sent a 
special messenger to his countrymen telling 
them to rebuild the walls of the city with all 
possible speed, out of whatever materials they 
had at hand. Thus the pillars of some of 
the adjoining temples which had been des¬ 
troyed, came to be used as a defence against 
the enemy. 

By taking the easy ascent of Mount Lyca- 
bettus, about an hour's walk from the city, 
you may get an admirable view of Athens 
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itself and the environs, as they lie stretched 
out before your feet. At the top you are 
received by a gracious hermit, who lives there 
for the good of his soul, engaged a part of 
the day in looking after the shrubs and bushes, 
and ever ready to give a friendly hand to 
visitors, who, like myself, may be in danger of 
being blown from the pinnacle by the terrific 
wind. The city is obviously one of progress, 
strangely differing, in this respect, from Pera 
and StambouL There is no great commercial 
activity, nor much of anything, apart from 
the antiquities, to interest a stranger; but the 
streets are broad, well-paved, and well conr 
structed. There are many new houses and 
several fine buildings; and from the general 
appearances of the place and the inhabitants 
the traveller at once realizes that he is amongst 
a civilized people. 

At Constantinople I had more than once 
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heard the Government of Greece denounced 
as an absolute failure. It would seem, never¬ 
theless, to have largely contributed to the 
development of Greek resources. Many mis¬ 
takes have probably been committed, and the 
changes of administration have been far too 
rapid, partly from the want of occupation for 
highly educated men in so limited an area, 
and partly, perhaps, from the inexperience of 
the youthful King. But the wonder is that 
after long servitude under Turkey, the Greeks 
should have succeeded so well in self-govern¬ 
ment. Since their emancipation from Ottoman 
rule, the trade returns and revenue have enor¬ 
mously increased, and there seems to be no 
reason why, if Crete and the Greek speaking- 
provinces of Turkey are eventually given to 
them, they should not become a very important 
and prosperous people. They were much 
annoyed when I was there by not having 
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been mentioned by Mr. Gladstone and other 
writers who had upheld the cause of the Slavs, 
not being aware at the time that Mr. Gladstone 
had repaired his omission by his famous article 
on Greece in the Contemporary Review. Through 
the kindness of his Excellency, Mr. Stuart, I 
had opportunities of conversing with the 
Foreign Minister, and Mr. Tricoupi, who, not 
long ago, was Prime Minister; and from him 
and many other weU-informed persons both 
at Athens and at Constantinople, I was able 
to get a tolerably exact account of Greek 
grievances and aspirations. "We,” they said, 
speaking of the inhabitants of the Greek 
provinces in Turkey, "have suffered just as 
much as the Slavs. Our evidence is slighted 
in the courts of justice ; the system of col¬ 
lecting taxes is oppressive; for property and 
life, and the honourable treatment of men and 
women, there is no security. Why then have 
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we not rebelled ? Because the Great Powers, 
and especially England, urge us not to rebel; 
not to add to the complications of Europe by 
pressing our claims. Ought we then to be 
punished for our patience and forbearance ? 
Surely, whatever privileges are accorded, on 
the ground of justice, to the Slavs, ought to 
be extended also to us. If inhumanity on 
an appalling scale is necessary to our cause, 
remember the massacre of Scio.” 

Many Greeks are evidently very jealous of 
the sympathy recently shown by Europe to 
the Slavs; and in their fear that the latter may 
be developed into an overshadowing Power, 
would be content, after some improvement of 
it, to leave the Turkish Government unmo¬ 
lested, till it is naturally extinguished by its 
own inherent vices and by the increasing in¬ 
fluence of its Christian subjects. Curiously 
enough, a greater cause of difference between 
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Greeks and Slavs than even those of race and 
language, is a quarrel as to the jurisdiction of 
their respective Churches. This, in parts of 
Turkey where the population is mixed, leads 
to much conflict as to whether Greek or Bul¬ 
garian schools shall be established. 

An excellent element in the Greek mind 
is gratitude to those who have befriended 
them in their need. They are never weary of 
praising Byron, and Church, and other pioneers 
of their freedom. Unquestionably, their War 
of Independence is a splendid page of history. 
Other nations, or parts of nations, have 
fought bravely against great odds, but only, as 
a rule, after long experience in the use of arms. 
As for the ancient Greeks, who faced the 
Persians, it had been their habit for genera¬ 
tions to hold death in contempt when fighting 
the enemies of their country. But here was 
a people, of whom the great mass had for 
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centuries lived in servitude, and for centuries 
been denied the use of arms; amongst whom 
organization, for the purpose of improving the 
government, would have been regarded as 
treason. Yet they ventured to rise and fight 
against a powerful nation of warriors, not 
instigated or supported by the sympathy of 
Europe, but in spite of the moral weight of 
the Great Powers thrown into the scale against 
them. And it was not until marvels of hero¬ 
ism had been achieved that Eussia and Eng¬ 
land and France came tardily to the rescue, 
and virtually closed the unequal combat with 
the battle of ^Tavarino ; an event rightly de¬ 
scribed by the Duke of Wellington as " unto¬ 
ward,’* if it really be the best policy of 
this country to support Turkish supremacy in 
Southern Europe. 

In the meantime, the Greek Government is 
busily preparing itself for war. I mentioned 
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the men drilling in the streets of Syra. At 
Athens preparations were yet more vigorous; 
and recently the papers have announced that 
the strength of the army, though as yet it can 
only be on paper, is raised to two hundred 
thousand men. The Government, I believe, 
has no definite plan of aggression, but it wishes 
to be ready, should the opportunity occur, to 
take a part in rescuing the Greek race from 
Ottoman rule. 

The traveller should not omit seeing the 
Stadium, an oblong flat place cut in the 
mountain side, where the athletes, in the days 
of the ancient city, contended for victory; 
nor, to pass from the very old to the veiy 
new, the Parliament House of modern Athens. 
On coming amongst the officials in the entrance 
hall, I heard my guide, Alexander, talking to 
them about xmos (^evo?), and had no doubt 
that he referred to me, and that presently I 
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should find myself in the strangers’ galleiy. 
Permission to go there was given me by a 
very courteous gentleman corresponding to the 
Sergeant-at-arms of the English House of 
Commons; but instead of a tail-coat and knee- 
breeches he wore a white kilt, with a dark 
jacket and a red cap. Alexander always ap¬ 
peared in a similar garb, but not of such rich 
materials. This national costume is remark¬ 
ably handsome when seen at its best, and 
gives a striking appearance to the interior of 
the House, where it was worn by several re¬ 
presentatives. The majority, however, have 
adopted the plain black coat of Northern 
Europe. I could not make out the subject 
they were discussing, but a little later an im¬ 
portant debate was commenced on the repre¬ 
sentation of minorities. The proposition, I 
believe, was not to adopt cumulative voting, 
but to restrict the voter from voting for 
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more than a certain number of the places to 
be filled up. For instance, if three candi¬ 
dates were to be returned, the voter would 
only be allowed to vote for two. However 
this may be, the object was by giving greater 
power to minorities to diminish the influence 
qf the administration at elections. At present, 
there are only two parties, the Government 
and the Opposition; and it is found in prac¬ 
tice that the Government, simply from its 
official position, is always able to exercise an 
undue and very pernicious influence on the 
election of members. One would not have 
expected the existence of such a defect in a 
country in which the life of the Government 
is usually so short. 

Many of the schools, I was told, are very 
good, especially the principal one for girls. 
Indeed, wherever there are Greeks, whether in 
their own country or elsewhere, there is the 
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greatest possible zeal for education. Large 
sums for this purpose are sent to Athens by 
wealthy Greeks living in other parts of the 
world. 

Of course, Mars Hill is one of the principal 
attractions. About half way up it we met 
a man there looking for snails for his dinner. 
Alexander perceiving his object, benevolently 
picked up several and presented them to the 
man, who received them with a smile of 
gratitude. Alexander is an excellent cook, 
and, from time to time, on his own account, 
plucked some kind of herb which he told me 
would be useful for culinary purposes. On 
getting to the rocks at the top, he remarked 
to me that their geological formation was 
strangely mixed, and that you would not expect 
to see marble; and he broke off a small piece 
with a yellow tint to show me. We made 
out the spot where the venerable Court of 
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Areopagus used to hold its sittings. Going up 
to it from the side of the Acropolis are stone 
staircases cut in the rock. But as to the place 
on which St. Paul made his memorable appeal 
to the men of Athens, there seems to be some 
uncertainty. Alexander insisted that it must 
have been on the top of the hill by the side 
of the Court; and most people, I believe, agree 
with him; but others contend that the speech 
was made at a point considerably lower down 
the hill. 

The Pnyx is only a little way off. Till, a 
few months ago, the three professors spoke 
with such effect to the assembled citizens, 
the Bema had not been used as a rostrum for 
many centuries; but since my return, further 
oratorical efforts, according to the papers, have 
been made there, to inflame the patriotism of 
the nation. 

Athens is not an easy place either to reach 
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or to get away from; fpr, practically, it can only 
be approached by sea, and the traveller is apt 
to find that there is no steamer going his way 
at the time most likely to suit him. The mail 
from England only comes in, I believe, once a 
week, certainly not more than twice. The 
natural approach to Greece would be through 
Turkey; but the Turks are too apathetic to 
trouble themselves about a railway in that 
part of their dominions. The Greeks, eager 
to have direct access to the more Northern 
parts of Europe, have urged the Ottoman 
Government to let them construct a line 
at their own expense. But the pride of 
the Turks declines to receive such assistance; 
and in the meantime Greece remains 
unnecessarily isolated. 

One route is round the Peloponnesus to 
Naples or Marseilles; but thinking that a 
November sea off Cape Matapan would offer 
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little that was attractive, I determined to pursue 
my journey by the Gulf of Corinth. 

On arriving by train between eleven and 
twelve at night at the Piraeus, I asked a boat¬ 
man able to talk a little English, whether I 
could at once go on board the Greek steamer 
which was to sail next morning at break of 
day for Kalamaki, the landing-place on the 
south side of the Isthmus, a voyage of about 
six hours. He said that I could do so, and 
took me and my luggage into his boat. He 
also contrived, without asking me, to slip in 
three drunken sailors belonging to one of Her 
Britannic Majesty’s ships of war, which had 
recently arrived in the port, and was anchored 
a little way off. One lay helpless at the 
bottom of the boat, and was at times very 
noisy; another, who had not lost his self- 
control, tried to keep him quiet, and when I 
said something about their condition, replied 
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that it was very unfortxinate that so much leave 
should be given to them, as though getting 
leave and getting drunk were synonymous 
terms. I could not help thinking of them again 
in the morning before the sun had well risen, 
as a large boat passed astern the steamer pulled 
by a number of neat-looking Greek sailors, all 
keeping time and taki g parts in a beautiful 
song. The man in charge of the steamer, 
though he was given to understand that I 
wanted to come as a passenger, rather inhospit¬ 
ably, as I thought, declined to let me remain 
during the night; so I had to return with my 
interesting companions to the shore. I pre¬ 
sume that later they made another start for 
their ship; but, in the meantime, the Greek 
came with me to help in finding such a room 
as the fourth-rate hotel accommodation of the 
Piraeus might aflford to a benighted traveller. 
Having awakened some of the people in a 
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small inn, we succeeded in getting a bed, in 
which I slept till the boatman came again, 
long before daylight, to call me. 

From the steamer the view of the harbour, as 
day was breaking over the mountains, ought to 
have been magnificent and enjoyable. Magni¬ 
ficent it was, but pleasure was for the most part 
banished by the intensity of the cold. More¬ 
over, the steamer was small and dirty ; and, 
at first, there seemed no reason for thinking 
that any one of the passengers or crew could 
express himself in any other language than 
Greek. After a time, however, on the chance 
of his understanding me, I accosted a man in 
French, and was delighted to find that he 
could speak fluently in that language. A 
friend who was with him did not know 
French, but had a fair knowledge of English. 
Both of them were agreeable men, natives of 
the Island of Zante. One was practising 
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there as a physician, whilst the other carried 
on the same profession at some place in Asia 
Minor. These excellent persons pointed out 
the various objects of interest as we passed 
by them, amongst others the city of Megara, 
where they said that the old type of Greek 
beauty was still common. On arriving at 
Kalamaki we all got into an antique-looking 
omnibus drawn by five horses, to the content¬ 
ment of a crowd of very primitive-looking 
people; and so we proceeded across the 
Isthmus, a distance of six miles. At the 
highest point there is a splendid view of the 
sea on both sides and the surrounding moun¬ 
tains. Four or five years ago we should 
have been on the look out foy brigands, but 
now there is a guard-house filled with soldiers 
on the road; and this, with other precautions, 
is considered sufficient to ensure the safety 
of travellers. 
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We embarked again at New Corinth, a 
small modem town. The old Corinth was, 

I believe, swallowed up, a few years ago, 
by an earthquake. The sun by this time 
had warmed the air, and I observed one 
of my new friends sitting on deck ab¬ 
sorbed in a Greek translation of Mr. Glad¬ 
stone’s pamphlet on Bulgaria. The other 
one talked to me. He said, speaking in 
French, “There is not a village in Greece in 
which Mr. Gladstone’s name is not known 
and revered. All that he writes is read in 
Greece. The people know that he under¬ 
stands, not only the ancient literature of the 
country, but its modem language, and that 
it was mainly through him that the Ionian 
Islands were ceded to the Greek Govern¬ 
ment.” All that day we could see the land 
on both sides. In spite of this, from the 
smallness of the steamer and the strength 
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of the wind, there was a good deal of rolling. 
On the south side there are tracts of land 
producing quantities of grapes and " currants.’* 
These “ currants,” so called from ‘‘ Corinth,” 
are, it will be remembered, small stoneless 
grapes, of which large supplies are dried and 
exported to England. 

At Patras, the second city of Greece, we 
stopped for several hours. Though a dark 
evening had set in, I went off in a boat 
with my friends to explore. The town has, 
for the most part, grown up during the last 
few years, and affords strong evidence of 
the commercial progress the Greeks are now 
making. Amongst other respectable-looking 
buildings it boasts of an opera-house. My 
friends, determined not to omit any of its 
more important features, took me into a 
druggist’s shop, with carved panels on the 
walls, carved counters, decorated ceiling and 
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fittings generally so perfectly contrived, that 
customers fond of the aesthetic must often he 
tempted into unnecessary outlay for the sake 
of the persuasive-looking shelves and bottles. 

Soon after we passed by Messolonghi, the 
place where Byron died, but in the darkness 
it was not visible. Early next morning we 
were stopping off Zante; and here I had the 
misfortune to lose my friends, but not 
before one of them had given me a splendid 
bouquet of flowers, which he had bought from 
a boy who had come on board with a basket 
of them. “ We have a proverb in Greek,” 
he said, putting his address into my hand, 
‘‘ that Mountains cannot meet, but Men may.” 

The town of Zante is picturesque, rising 
up the hill something like the town of Syra. 
Zante is celebrated for its wine; a fact 
which several boatman, on the look out for 
custom, were careful to impress upon us. The 
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Zante boatmen are also celebrated, being 
well known amongst the Islands for their 
seamanlike qualities. 

We next made the island of Cephalonia, 
not intending to remain there more than 
an hour or two; hut some wind was blowing, 
and the captain thought it prudent to 
remain under the protection of the harbour 
nf Argostoli half a day and the best part of 
the night It would seem that even in 
these days of steam, the Greeks, with here¬ 
ditary instinct, like to cling to the shore; 
but seriously, the captain was, no doubt, 
right; for his craft was very frail, and might 
have fared badly in a rough sea with a 
head wind. I asked him to let me go 
ashore. He said, getting a passenger to 
translate for him into English, that I might 
go, but doubted whether the weather would 
not become worse and prevent my return- 
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ing before he started again. I was told that 
Lord Byron had lived a long time in the 
neighbourhood of Argostoli; and I began to 
fear that we should be obliged to follow 
his example. But' presently things were 
made more cheerful by the first-class 
passengers, consisting of about eight gentle¬ 
men and ladies, all Greek, beginning to 
make merry over a round game at cards. 
They talked in Greek, so that I could only 
catch the meaning of an occasional word 
by its resemblance to the ancient Greek 
language. But I could follow without any 
difficulty their pronunciation of the 
numerals; and I noted with pleasure, as 
at any rate one practical result of my public 
school education, that when any one called 
out pente (irevre) tessara, (riaaapa) or any 
other number, I at once knew what was 
meant. At the head of the * table was a 
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captain in uniform, a grandson of one of the 
great leaders in the War of Independence. 
Next him were two judges of the Supreme 
Court in the island of Corfu. After a while 
the most venerable of the two judges asked 
me, in very good English, to join the party 
and gave me a place beside himself. The 
game was called Hendeha hemisu 
fifiLGv), meaning eleven and a half, and it 
was played on the same principle as vingt- 
et-un; but the ace counted only half, and 
the object of each player was to get from 
the dealer as many cards as would make up 
not twenty-one, but ten and a half. I 
cannot at this moment recollect why the 
game should not have been called Deka 
hemisu, (BeKa ijfiiav), ten and a half, 
instead of Hendeha hemisu (eleven and a 
half). Being favoured by luck I soon ac¬ 
cumulated a fortune in coins representing 
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some fraction of a drachma. The English- 
speaking judge, with whom I had already 
been conversing, was a keen politician, 
''Now,” he said, "is the time for your 
country to secure the eternal gratitude of 
the Greek people. We have no confidence 
in the Eussiaus. We would far sooner be 
helped by you. Your great minister Canning 
was our friend, and for your sake, as well 
as ours, you ought to carry out his policy. 
Our numbers are already more than five 
millions, and from the increase of our 
commerce we are daily growing more im¬ 
portant.” I asked him about the Greek debt. 
He said, "We contracted the debt in the 
expectation that Europe would help us to 
acquire some of the Greek provinces of 
Turkey, and if you will help us to get 
them we shall be both able and willing to 
pay the debt. But in the meantime our 
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country is limited to so small an area that 
payment is absolutely impossible.” 

In the course of the night we got under 
way again, and the next day, as we passed by 
within an easy distance of it, had an excellent 
view of the coast of Albania. In the after¬ 
noon we were stopping off Paxo, and at 
about two o'clock, to our great satisfaction, 
reached Corfu, having been due there between 
nine and ten the previous evening. Sir 
Charles Sebright, the English consul, told 
me that the place was very far from having 
recovered the activity and the prosperity 
which it enjoyed whilst still under the rule 
of Great Britain. Thence, after I had passed 
four or five hours in enjoying the scenery of 
the island and its beautiful harbour, over¬ 
hung by the Albanian mountains, an excellent 
Italian steamer conveyed me, in about twelve 
hours, to Brindisi. 
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This famous old town is still surrounded 
by a massive Eoman wall; but in spite of it, 
and some old monuments and interesting 
streets, though I did not observe, as Horace 
did, that the bread was gritty, I was delighted, 
after so long an exposure to the chances of 
wind and water and Eastern notions of com¬ 
modious locomotion, to find myself in a fast 
and time-keeping train on the way to 
Naples. 

One cannot well go anywhere now without 
coming across materials for the study of the 
Eastern Question. In passing through Italy 
and France, I gathered that in both countries 
opinion was generally adverse to the acquisi¬ 
tion of Constantinople by the Eussians. The 
Eussian Government, it may be assumed, is at 
least as well aware of the common sentiment 
as the chance traveller, and may therefore be 
not unreasonably expected to limit her ambi- 


Digitized by LjOOqIc 



128 


GREEKS AND TURKS. 


tion to the possibilities really within her reach. 
“ If the English want to take Constantinople/’ 
said a Frenchman in the train between MS,con 
and Paris, who can prevent them ? ” " The 

English, you may depend upon it/’ said 
his opposite neighbour, “ will take Egypt.” 

As England is said to be governed by the 
baldheaded man on the roof of an omnibus, 
so in France public opinion is the opinion of 
the comfortable-looking negociant who volubly 
theorizes under his travelling cap in the 
corner of a railway wagon. 
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